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I. Ten Reasons Why Students Should Write?

A. Main reason: Students learn English by writing it.

B. Other reasons:

1. To consolidate an expression language skill

2. To explore the functions and values of writing

3. To clarify thinking

4. To stimulate imagination

5. To express ideas in different formats

6. To encourage creativity

7. To search for identity

8. To enhance feelings of enjoyment and accomplishment

9. To practice the mechanics of writing
II. What Students Can Write?

A. Lists

B. Diary

C. Logs

D. Journals

E. Classroom, newspaper

F. Letters

G. Notes

H. Advertisement

I. Instruction

J. Warning Signs

K. Plays/Skits

L. Poetry

M. Essays/ Compositions

N. Written Conversations

O. Cards

P. Book/ Story Reports

Q. Observations

R. Commercials

S. Directions

T. Jokes

U. Riddles

V. Stories

W. Additional verses to Songs

III. Bottom-up Processing Skills

A. Copying words by categories

B. Correcting the wrong sentences

C. Writing a connected paragraph based on a questionnaire

D. Forming correct sentences from substitution tables

E. Completing open-ended dialogue

F. Writing a dialogue (e.g. newspaper clipping)

G. Answering a set of guided and sequenced questions to form a well-set-out description

H. Describing a picture/ wall chart, etc, by supplying/brainstorming relevant vocabulary

I. Writing a short story in describing a whole sequence of pictures

J. Completing a story-starter

K. Supplying missing words in a paragraph, e.g. linking words or adding modifiers to enhance to text

L. Transferring of information from a table/diagram/graph/map, pie-chart or histograms

M. Writing interviews

N. Retelling a story/oral narrative in written form

O. Note-taking from a talk

P. Writing a summary or paraphrase of a piece of writing for class report

Q. Discussing or refuting in writing an argument in a particular passage

R. Elaborating such an argument by presenting e.g. pros and cons, advantages or disadvantages, fact or opinions, etc.

S. Writing on assigned topics

T. Writing a term paper

U. Writing a research or other reports

IV. Creative writing (journal/ imaginative essays. Short stories or poems)

V. 英文作文教學活動
A.  準備階段
(A)  翻譯練習
a.  單句練習：句型介紹
b.  連貫式翻譯：段落結構介紹
 (B) 閱讀文章，讓學生領略好文章的構成要素，例如其內容組織等等；
       亦可讓學生瞭解並依循各類型文體的格式，例如書信寫作等。
亦可欣賞一幅畫或一則漫畫引起動機或帶動討論。
 (C) 文章或圖片來源
a報章雜誌
 b.作文範文書
 c.一般英文書籍
 d.網路文章
 e.演講比賽講稿
 f.學生所寫作文
 g歌詞
 h.自行設計問題引導寫作
 (D) 呈現方式
 a.投影片
 b.影印放大全班欣賞
 c.油印一人一份
 d.抄寫於黑板
B.  實地演練
    (A) 進行方式
 a. 寫摘要
 b. 寫心得
a.  連貫式翻譯模仿寫作
b.  接龍寫作：接續文章或改寫結局
c.  寫同樣題目作文一篇
d.  寫類似題型作文一篇
e.  分組共同創作
f.  改變文體
(B) 批閱方式
a. 同學互相批閱
b. 分組挑選之後投影放大，老師與全班共同討論批閱
C. 其他
a.  要求學生閱讀範文後重寫
b.  要求學生每日寫英文作文
          c.  要求學生查英文書刊及百科全書編輯後作專題報告

How to Teach Writing (1) --Different Stages in Writing

	Stages
	1. Writing down/
Learning the conventions of the codes
	2. Writing in the language/

Extended use of the language

	Skills/

Proficiencies
	· Can copy and transcribe simple material in familiar contexts

· Can list, identify, label, match and alphabetize

· Can write simple sentences, answers and questions, and sentence completion based in text or familiar material

· Can write simple description with visual (e.g., pictures)
	· Can write short notes, short messages, informal letters, conversations

· Can do simple translation

· Can create statements on familiar topics or of student choice

· Can look up vocabulary in  dictionary

· Can take simple notes on selected passages

	Techniques
	· Controlled writing tasks

· Spelling and dictation

· Cloze exercises

· Communicative games

· Use of basic punctuation

· Use of visual aids
	· Guided writing tasks

· Rewriting/transforming/expanding and combining sentences

· Translation

· Extended cloze exercises

· Arranging information in a paragraph

· Dictionary work

· Dictation and variation

	Stages
	3. Production/Writing with a purpose
	4. Expressive Writing/
Independent writing

	Skills/

Proficiencies
	· Can do parallel writing with a clue/prompt

· Can write short social notes and brief role descriptions

· Can write simple formal letters based on a model

· Can write passage summaries, description and narration

· Can do some paraphrasing

· Can follow an outline in writing a short essay

· Can proofread and make corrections
	· Can write short compositions on factual and concrete topics relating to personal interests

· Can describe or explain point of view simply

· Can compose a dicto-comp based on a selected passage read aloud

· Can complete a story-starter in a limited timed writing situation 

· Can write formal letters

· Can express creative writing in different formats

	Techniques
	· Producing a text to parallel a model

· Writing for personal survival and other purposes

· Letter-writing conventions

· Detailed descriptions

· Guided narration

· Summarizing and translation

· Paragraph writing

· proofreading
	· process-oriented composing tasks

· dialogue journals

· extended note-taking

· extended cloze writing and expressing ideas

· formal writing

· poetry/short story/ short play


How to Teach Writing (2)—Skills & Exercises
	Controlled Writing Exercises
	Examples

	· Basic skill

· Handwriting

· Copying of word lists might include:


· Copying sentences might include:

	· Simple copying tasks

· match the Qs and As

· Divide the categories

· Copy in correct punctuation

· Copy the correct ones only

	· Substitution Exercises

· Changing a set of related grammatical features

· Changing a specific grammatical feature

· Simple substitution frames

· Balloon type substitute table

· Writing from substitution tables can be turned into a game 
	· Substitute Exercises
· Change related features

· Change a specific feature

	· Sentence Structure Exercises

· Have students write complete sentences

· Write the sentences correctly by re-ordering words

· Rewriting sentences with a change from singular to plural

· Sequencing sentences in the right order of events

· Sentences-combing exercises

· Rewriting statements using the correct punctuation

· Sentence expanding with modifiers

· Sentence sense exercises
	· Sentence structure exercises
· Reorder sentences

· Combine sentences

	· The Cloze Procedure

· Listen to a given passage twice before filling in the blanks

· Use a space for each letter of the deleted word

· Delete specific classes of words such as articles, prepositions
	· Cloze Procedure
· Deletion of specific part of speech

· Listening to a recording prior to doing the cloze

	· Dictation
	

	Directed Exercises
	Examples

	· Sentence Series

· Sentence making

· Writing phrases in writing lists for:

· Using a visual such as a picture, a photo, a slide or an object, write five descriptive sentences

· Complete open-ended questions

· Look out the window and write five sentences about things you see

· Make additions to series of sentences

· Add sentences to complete a short story
	· Sentence series

· List of three’s
make lists of three things you want to 
a) do before you leave for a vacation
b) take with you
c) buy during the vacation
d) tell your friends when you come back

· Sights, sounds and smells
have students work in small groups of three’s to brainstorm five different sights, sounds and smells of downtown Taipei

· Put together their choices into five sentences.

	· Text Dictation and Text Reconstruction

· Text reconstruction

· Dicto-comp

· Organize sentences within paragraphs


	· Dicto-comp

· Introduce the subject of the passage “Who Needs Friends Like This?”

· Write words/phrases on the board and explain their meaning
· Read the passage to the class four times

· Encourage them to ask whatever questions they want after the first three readings

· After the fourth reading, they write down the composition, trying to include all the original ideas and sequences and using words from the original as they remember them

· Randomly calls on a few students to read what they have written for all in the class to evaluate the compositions for correctness of meaning and structural accuracy

	Guided Composition
	Examples

	· Directed Exercises

· Extended cloze and scrambled sentences

· Present a sequence from one of the most common ways of arranging information in paragraphs in English

· Have students gather and then present selected data in paragraphs in an appropriate rhetorical form
	· Simple paragraph writing

· Extended cloze in a paragraph: choose the correct phrase to complete each sentence in the paragraph

· Arranging general to specific information in paragraph writing

· Presenting selected data in paragraph writing

	· Logical Interpretation

· Give a list of scrambled statements and have students write a chronology

· Give a list of general statements and have students answer a series of related questions

· Give a list of generalizations an have students provide cause and effect facts

· Have students write sentences describing characteristics of an event/ a person/ a familiar object or a piece of equipment/ or a place of interest
	· Logical interpretation

· Answering a series of related questions

· Describing an interesting or amusing event/ person/ place

· Defining a set of New year’s resolutions

	· Summary Writing


	· Summary writing

· Directions for intermediate students

· Directions for advanced students

	· Directed Exercises

· Have students fill out a simple questionnaire and then turn the information into a short essay. 

· Have students interview each other and then individual write a report on their findings.

· Outline a paragraph as a whole class activity and then each student write based on the outline.
	· Directed Exercises
· Give each pair of students a “Have you ever…?” questionnaire sheet to interview their parents, relatives and teachers

· Encourage them to interview at least 5 or 6 people using the list to tally and to record any interesting remarks for their write-up.

	· Writing with a Purpose
	· Writing with a Purpose

· Situational compositions of various kinds
acknowledge  invitation  give a response  congratulation card
letter writing  thank-you note  word of encouragement


	· Translation
	

	Expressive Writing /Composition
	Examples

	· Journal Writing
	· Journal Writing

· Double-entry journal writing


	· Narration and Describing in Detail

· Personal information, such as writing about oneself to a pen pal in an autobiography. 

· Simple statements about preferences.

· Concrete experiences, such as narrating a memorable event in the past tense.

· Writing a description of a good friend by giving as many details abut the persona’ appearance, personality, habits. 
	

	· Procedures of Teaching Composition

· Define long-term objectives in the light of the needs of your students and their proficiency level in English, the length and intensity of the writing class.

· Establish a set of criteria in each of the major areas to determine how to evaluate a piece of writing.
1)  Content

2)  Organization
3)  Expression
	· Teach composition writing using the process approach.

· Prewriting
1) free writing
2) questioning
3) making a list
4) diagramming
5) preparing a scratch outline
· Writing
· (self/peer) Editing 
1 Revising content:
· Is it unified?
· Is it supported?
· Is it organized?
2 Revising sentences:
· Balance
· Consistence
· specific words
· active verbs
· avoiding slang, cliches, wordiness
· varying the sentences
· Revising
· Final draft

	· Independent Writing

· Term papers or research and other reports

· Personal diaries and original essays or short stories

· Poetry writing
	


